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Jesus Welcomes the Children by Asus Mafa
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

 

“Whoever welcomes you
welcomes me,

and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.”

Jesus—Matthew 10:40 (NRSVue)



 

General Assembly is Underway

The 227th General Assembly is underway this week
with committees meeting remotely. The full
assembly will convene in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
next week.

Please pray for our commissioners, Rev. Dr. Peter
deVries and Elder Mark Finch; and Young Adult
Advisory Delegate, Caroline Clow.

Executive Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon, and
our State Clerk, Rev. Randall Clow will also be in
attendance in Milwaukee. 

Summer Fest

Sunday, July 19, 1:30 p.m.

Presbyterian Campus
107 Staley Avenue, Butler

This fundraiser concert on the lawn will raise funds
for Covenant Church's Student Musician Program.
Donations for this program help bring regional
college students to the church for valuable
experience in choral and instrumental music. 

All are welcome to enjoy eclectic music for the
whole family. Bring your own lawn chair.

Download and post flyer…*

Vocalists and instrumentalists of all music styles are
invited to participate. Faith-based and secular music
will be included.

Download and post acts flyer…*

The background color will not print out—to save
ink. Printing on pastel paper is suggested.

https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/0739908a-e2e4-41f2-8896-17575bd2d5f1.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/489756eb-c5b9-4089-ab18-467a9f9629da.pdf?rdr=true


2026 Ghana Mission Network
Conference

Thursday–Sunday, August 13–16

United Presbyterian Church
Superior, Wisconsin 

In partnership with the Presbytery of Northern
Waters

The Ghana Mission Network (GMN) is a
community of PC(USA) entities and individuals,
committed to supporting, advising, and exhorting
one another in Christ’s work in Ghana and the
USA, through partnerships with the Presbyterian
Church of Ghana (PCG) and the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, Ghana (EPCG), and with
Ghanaian Congregations across North America.

During this meeting, we will pursue tangible ways
that we can foster growth in our partnerships,
growth in local churches, growth in our
imaginations, and growth in the communities we
serve. 

Learn more…

Register…

Pay registration fee…

Please note that fee will be lower if transportation is
not needed while at the conference. Email Dr.
Acacia Nikoi at acacia.s.nikoi@gmail.com after
registering for the lower fee amount.

World Communion Special
Offering Grants

Starting this year, the World Communion Special
Offering, which corresponds with World
Communion Sunday in October, includes a new
grant-making program. Your congregation and your
presbytery can apply for a grant for your own
ministries that align with the causes supported by
the offering—racial justice, gender justice,
peacemaking, global witness, ecumenical and
interfaith relations.

Awards will range from $500-$5000 from 25% of
the total World Communion Offering receipts. 

Application Process
Grant applications will open on the first day
of the Season of Preparation (the Sunday
before Labor Day each year—September 6
in 2026). 

https://www.upc-superior.com/ghana-mission-network
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMjTw4svckLUm38BOBm14jI0aYjUvbih12RG0UNZzGmFIdnA/viewform?pli=1
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZDXQ/campaign/C-16AF9
mailto:acacia.s.nikoi@gmail.com


Grant applications will close each December
(exact dates announced each year). 
Grants will be awarded the following March
and April (exact dates announced each year).

Learn more…

Streaming GA

Monday, June 22–Thursday, July 2, 2026

General Assembly committee meetings, plenaries,
and worship will be livestreamed from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.

Access livestreams…

Meeting the God Within 

A Contemplative Retreat

Friday, August 28, 5 p.m.–
Sunday, August 30, 1 p.m.

Pre-retreat Session—Friday, 2 p.m.

Crestfield Camp & Conference Center
Slippery Rock, PA

Led by Rev. Peter C. de Vries, Ph.D., a certified
spiritual director with 38 years of pastoral
experience.

What if the place you most long to encounter God is
closer than you think?

In the midst of busy schedules and constant
demands, it can be difficult to notice the quiet ways
God is present within us. Meeting the God Within
is a retreat designed to help you step away, slow
down, and rediscover that presence. Through a
blend of meditative, contemplative, and embodied
practices, you will be invited to encounter the God
who meets us in stillness.

The weekend will include guided sessions as well
as time for rest, recreation, and reflection.
Participants may also opt for one-on-one spiritual
direction consultations. 

Open to those 18 and older; limited to 30
participants; six meals included.

A Saturday evening departure option makes it
possible for those with Sunday morning
responsibilities. 

Download and post flyer…

https://pcusa.org/special-offerings/world-communion-offering
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/5508caac-7939-4bc7-ac1e-c4ca06167d4b.pdf?rdr=true


Download insert...

Learn more and register…

Frequently Asked Questions

 
What is the format for GA227?

ANSWER: The 227th General Assembly (2026) will
officially begin with committees gathering online from
June 22-24, 2026. Between June 25 and 26, attendees
will travel to Milwaukee. The Assembly will then
participate in a Community Day on June 27, where
those attending will be able to join in public witness
opportunities and visit the "Town Square," where
organizations will be available to equip attendees with
resources and connections for further discipleship and
ministry. Finally, the plenary sessions will take place in
Milwaukee from June 28-July 2, 2026.

 

Construction Detour in Zelienople

 
On May 20, PennDOT began construction on the State
Route 19 (North Main Street) bridge, just north of
Zelienople. Northbound traffic is maintained, and
southbound traffic is detoured. 

For those traveling to the Presbytery Center from the north
on State Route 19, take the marked detour onto Little Creek
Road, then onto I-79. Exit I-79 at Exit 85 to the Zelienople
North Exit. Follow Route 19 back into Zelienople. An
alternative route is to turn right at the Little Creek Road
traffic circle onto Mercer Street and travel through Harmony.
This route is not marked, however.

The road will reopen to southbound traffic on July 2 for
Fourth of July events. The closure will resume on July 6

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/2e6adc9b-c78d-4574-980d-0e8d3ecad074.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.crestfieldcc.org/adult-retreats/


and continue through August 21.

See map of detour…

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS 

Training with Jesus
At Vanport Church with Park Church, Beaver
Monday-Wednesday, June 8-10
10 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Adult VBS 2026: Jonah
Hill United Church, Butler
Thursdays, June 11, 18 & 25, 6:30–8 p.m.

Seeds of Kindness
Old Union Church
200 Union Church Road, Mars
Monday–Thursday, June 15–18, 6-8 p.m.

Snowball Mountain Challenge
Cranberry Community United Church, Cranberry Twp.
Monday–Friday, June 22-26, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.

Snow Ball Mountain Challenge
Glade Run Church, Valencia
Monday–Friday, June 22-26, 9–11:30 a.m.

Snowball Mountain Challenge
Mt. Chestnut Church, Butler
Monday–Friday, June 22-26, 6–8 p.m.

Emerald Crossing
At St. Peter’s Church with Park United Church, Zelienople
Sunday–Thursday, July 19–23, 6–8:30 p.m.

Rainforest Falls
Plains Church, Cranberry Twp.
Monday-Friday, July 20–24, 6:30– 8:30 p.m.

Download and post the CORRECTED final updated flyer…

CHURCH EVENTS 
Support and promote worship, fellowship, and fundraising events 

by congregations in our presbytery.

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD—250th All Church Gathering
Sunday, October 4, 3 p.m.
Park Church, Beaver—275 Commerce Street
Download flyer/bulletin insert...

Send event information to chrisanngoossen@beaverbutler.org. Attach flyers and
brochures as PDF documents and slides as PowerPoint documents.

https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/dd15bd35-5bef-4122-8a25-ac0eff263deb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/29a91079-b90e-4f49-b704-6506cce819f2.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/45869a00101/343cbc78-8aa6-4ecd-a7a9-3132efb4556e.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:chrisanngoossen@beaverbutler.org


PRESBYTERY EVENTS 
Click here for additional information... 

SUMMER RECONCILIATION AWARENESS BOOK CLUB
Mondays, June 22, July 27, and August 24
or 
Thursdays, June 25, July 30, and August 27
7 p.m. on ZOOM

HEADING TO A PIRATES GAME
Saturday, July 11, 4:05 p.m. Game
PNC Park

2026 NEW WILMINGTON MISSION CONFERENCE
Friday, July 17–Wednesday, July 22
Westminster College, New Wilmington, PA

OLD UNION CHURCH SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Sunday, August 2–Saturday, August 8
Hendersonville, North Carolina
Registration is full

WEE KIRK NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
Monday–Wednesday, October 12–14
Laurelville Retreat Center—Mt. Pleasant, PA

Click here for additional information... 

SYNOD OF THE TRINITY EVENTS 
Click here for information... 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 
Click here for news you may have missed...

﻿EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Click here for position descriptions and contact information...

Youth Ministry Coordinator
Hill United Church, Butler

Choir Director
﻿Ohio United, Aliquippa

Pianist and/or Organist
﻿Covenant United Church, Butler

 

THE PRESBYTERY OFFICE

Regular Office Hours 2026 Presbytery Meetings 

https://beaverbutler.org/events-2/
https://beaverbutler.org/events-2/
https://www.syntrinity.org/events-calendar/
https://beaverbutler.org/news/
https://beaverbutler.org/employment-opportunities/


Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
or by appointment.

﻿Often the office is staffed later than 1
p.m., but please call ahead before

visiting the Center after regular hours.
 

2026 Holiday Schedule 
New Year’s Day...January 1

Martin Luther King Day...January 19
President’s Day…February 16

Memorial Day...May 25
Juneteenth...June 18

Independence Day...July 2
Labor Day...September 7

Veterans’ Day...November 11
Thanksgiving Day...November 26

Christmas Eve...December 23 (24)
Christmas Day...December 24 (25)
Christmas Week...December 28–31

﻿

Saturday, January 24, 10 a.m.
Lunch

First, Monaca 

Tuesday, March 24, 6 p.m.
White Oak Springs, Connoquenessing

Tuesday, May 26, 6 p.m.
Mt. Chestnut, Butler

Tuesday, July 28, 6 p.m.
Trinity, Butler w/ Butler Area Churches

as Co-hosts

Tuesday, September 22, 4 p.m.
Dinner

First, Beaver Falls w/
﻿First, New Brighton Co-host

Tuesday, November 17, 6 p.m. 
Clinton, Saxonburg

Beaver-Butler Presbytery Center 
(P.O. Box 279) 134-B South Main Street, Zelienople, PA 16063 | 724-452-7515 

office@beaverbutler.org | www.beaverbutler.org 

Beaver-Butler Presbytery Beaver-Butler Presbytery Youth

Presbytery Weekly Update 
To share announcements and news or to add names to the mailing list, ﻿contact ChrisAnn at

chrisanngoossen@beaverbutler.org. To access back issues, go to
﻿beaverbutler.org/weekly-update-e-newsletter/. 
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