
GATHERING OF THE 
CHURCHES OF BEAVER-
BUTLER PRESBYTERY 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026
Beginning at 6:00 PM 

In-Person at: 
Mt. Chestnut Presbyterian Church 

1727 West Old 422, Butler, PA 16001 
Rev. Mark Allio, Pastor 

5:30 AM Registration and Elder Commissioner Training 

Registration for the meeting is encouraged though not necessary via 
Email (office@beaverbutler.org) or Telephone (724-452-7515)  

 

All new business and requests for items to be removed from the Consent 
Agenda must be to the Stated Clerk's Desk 15 minutes prior  

to the start of the meeting.  

If Childcare is Needed, Please Contact: 
Mt. Chestnut Church:  

724-287-7601

mailto:office@beaverbutler.org


DIRECTIONS TO MT. CHESTNUT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
727 West Old 422, Butler, PA 16001 

From the West, New Castle, RT 79 

Take 422 East heading towards Butler.  Directly before the Sunoco Gas station and the light 
in Mt Chestnut (RT 422 and North Rd/Eagle Mill Rd), turn hard left onto Old RT 422.  The 
church is 0.3 miles ahead on the left.  

From the East, Butler, RT 8 

Take 422 West towards New Castle.  Directly after the light in Mt Chestnut (RT 422 and 
North Rd/Eagle Mill Rd) and the Sunoco Gas Station, veer right onto Old RT 422.  The 
church is 0.3 miles ahead on the left.  

WELCOME TO MT. CHESTNUT CHURCH! 

Pastor:  
Rev. Mark Allio 

Elder in Charge of 
Arrangements:   
Joyce Laughlin 

Registration will be in 
the vestibule.  

The Prayer Room is 
through the glass door 
opposite the sanctuary.   

THE HISTORY OF THE MT. CHESTNUT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Since 1858, the faithful people of Mt. Chestnut Presbyterian Church have been striving to 
keep God’s commandment of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and to 
the world through our various programs, groups, and outreach ministries. Because of the 
faith, strength, and determination of our predecessors, we are blessed with ample spiritual 
resources. 

In 1850, the land on which the original church building stands was surveyed and so began 
the history of Mt. Chestnut Church. The congregation was organized in 1857 by Rev.  
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History cont…… 

William Brandon as a part of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. The 
congregation made and laid the bricks for a 40 x 45 foot building on Route 422 and then 
paid a carpenter $490.29 to finish the work. 

The membership grew rapidly, and by 1862 there were about 100 members. Over the next 
130 years the congregation underwent a lot of changes including 18 ministers called to Mt. 
Chestnut. As is common in any church history, membership saw its periods of growth and 
periods of decline. 

The work of the Holy Spirit has always been evident in the works of this church family. The 
membership had increased dramatically and so did attendance of worship, Sunday School, 
and small groups. In the early 1980’s, we had physically outgrown our building and 
surrounding property. As a happy result, plans were drawn up, property was acquired, and 
the work began on a new, modern church building. On Christmas Eve 1987, the Mt. 
Chestnut congregation worshiped and celebrated the nativity of our Lord in the new 
(present) church building at 727 West Old Route 422, Butler, PA 16001. 

The church building is continually in use, from our Sunday School classes, Bible study, 
Youth Group, Mt Chestnut Christian Preschool, Mt. Chestnut Senior Center, Food Cupboard, 
Choir, Handbell Choir, Alcoholics Anonymous, Township Polling Place, and many others.  
We continue helping people to live in God’s love, for which we give all praise and glory to 
God! 

Our current pastor, Reverend Mark Allio, has been here for a little over a year.  The 
congregation serves in a rural, agricultural community which is experiencing subtle 
growth. The area is community-oriented and “small town” friendly. Although we have 
experienced steady growth in the congregation, we have still maintained our small church 
friendliness. The Mt. Chestnut congregation strives to welcome and embrace, with a Christ-
like love, all who enter here. We are Spirit directed, forward looking, and community and 
mission minded, helping people to live in God’s love, for which we give all praise and glory 
to God! 
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Presbytery Meeting Agenda May 26, 2026                                    Page 1 of 5

A GATHERING OF THE CHURCHES OF BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
Registration 5:30 pm 

Meeting Begins at 6:00 pm 
Mount Chestnut Presbyterian Church 

1727 West Old 422 
Butler, PA16001 

Rev. Mark Allio,  Pastor 

Ruling Elder Training – PRE-MEETING        

GATHERING 
PRELUDE  
PRESBYTERY GREETING 

WELCOME FROM HOST CHURCH/CHURCH MISSION UPDATE         Elder Anita Rodgers    
WELCOME OF NEW ELDERS AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

 OPENING PRAYER 
 RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP   (written by Rev. Julia Seymour) 

The Spirit that rushes in like a violent wind 
is also the Spirit of gentleness. 

The Spirit that tears down walls between people 
is also the Spirit that opens hearts and minds. 

The Spirit that burnishes with fire 
is also the Spirit that renews and creates. 

The Spirit that brings us to our knees in fear of the Lord 
is also the Spirit that lifts us up in the light of Christ. 

The Spirit that brings a language of its own to our lips 
is also the Spirit that carries the prayers of all to God. 

We say “Come, Holy Spirit,” but we are afraid. 
We are afraid, but we say, “Come, Holy Spirit.” 

Include us in God’s work. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Increase our understanding. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Spur us into faithful action. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Burn away all that is dead within us. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Strengthen us to stand with our neighbors, to fight against hate, to stand for peace, to 
trust in God’s faithfulness, and to live and die in Christ for the sake of the world. 
Come, Holy Spirit! Amen. 
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Presbytery Meeting Agenda May 26, 2026                                    Page 2 of 5

*HYMN (See Insert)   “On Pentecost They Gathered” 

THE WORD READ   Matthew 7:1-12 
THE WORD SPOKEN         Rev. Mark Allio 

“Drunk by 9am” 

ANTHEM   Mt. Chestnut Choir

THE GOOD NEWS FROM THE PEWS  
(A time for Ruling Elders to Share Their Congregation’s Joys) 

STATED CLERK REPORT   Rev. Randall Clow 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER REPORT          Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL      Rev. David Byers 
      Consent Agenda: 

The Leadership Council recommends that the Presbytery: 
1. Form the Roll
2. Seat Corresponding Members and grant them voice
3. Approve of the Docket
4. Receive Leadership Council Minutes of March 4, 2026  Pg. 10-12 
5. Receive Stated Clerk Report, March – April 2026         Pg. 13 
6. Receive Treasurer’s P&L and Balance Sheet, March 31, 2026  Pg. 14-15 
7. Approve Presbytery Meeting Minutes, March 24, 2026   Pg. 16-22 
8. Receive the report of the Administrative Commission to close the East Unity,

Cherry Valley congregation and dissolve the Administrative Commission.  Pg. 23-24
9. Westminster, Evans City requests that the Presbytery approve an easement on the

property of the church manse.  This request has been made by the Boro of Evans City
for access to repair a bridge.

STEWARDSHIP & FUNDS DEVELOPMENT PCUSA       Rev. Dr. John Wilkinson 
Vice President & Director 

FELLOWSHIP BREAK 

MINISTRY AND VOCATION COMMITTEE         Elder Denise Hobaugh 
The MVC moves that the Presbytery commission Ruling Elder James Paff to serve as the 
Moderator of the Session of Vanport Presbyterian Church effective May 26, 2026, and further, 
that he be authorized to continue providing pulpit supply and administering the Sacraments 
within the bounds of the Beaver-Butler Presbytery upon the invitation of a Session. 

COMMISSIONING RULING ELDER JAMES PAFF TO PASTORAL SERVICE 
Sentences of Scripture 
Moderator: We, who are many, are one body in Christ, Rom. 12:5–8 
People: and individually we are members one of another. 
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Presbytery Meeting Agenda May 26, 2026                                    Page 3 of 5

Moderator: We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion 
to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, 
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Lead a life worthy of the calling Eph. 4:1–6 
to which you have been called, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope of our calling, 
People: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all. 

Moderator: The Beaver-Butler Presbytery is satisfied that James Paff has received preparation 
and instruction for pastoral service as determined by this presbytery.   In accordance with the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we now commission James Paff to pastoral 
service as Moderator in and for Vanport Presbyterian Church. (At the November 14, 2023 Presbytery 
Meeting, Elder Paff was granted permission to serve communion when leading worship across churches of 
the Presbytery.) 

Constitutional Questions 

Prayer 
Moderator: Almighty God, in every age you have chosen servants to speak your word and lead your 
loyal people. We thank you for Jim, whom you have called to serve you in and for Vanport Church. 
Give him gifts for the work of ministry. Fill him with your Holy Spirit, so that he may have the same 
mind that was in Christ Jesus and live as Christ’s faithful disciple. 

COMMISSIONING THE 227TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS: 
Rev. Dr. Peter deVries, Elder Mark Finch and Caroline Clow, Young Adult Advisory Delegate 

Call to Discipleship and Questions 

Unison Commissioning Prayer 
Almighty God, 
in Jesus Christ you called disciples 
and, by the Holy Spirit, 
made them one church to serve you. 
Be with the 227th General Assembly Commissioners. 
Help them to welcome new things 
you are doing in the world 
and to respect old things you keep and use. 
In their deliberation, 
bring about what is best for us and for all people. 
As they meet, let your Spirit guide 
so that the whole church may be joined 
in love and service to Jesus Christ, 
who, having gone before us, 
is coming to meet us 
in the promise of your kingdom. Amen.  
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Presbytery Meeting Agenda May 26, 2026                                    Page 4 of 5

MISSION AND COMPASSION MINISTRY UNIT   Rev. Dr. Judy Angleberger 
Children & Youth in Mission  Rev. Dr. James Swanson 

COLLABORATION, FELLOWSHIP & YOUTH MINISTRY UNIT         Rev. Mark Allio 
Pirate Game             Pg. 25 
Collaboration Grant 

EQUIPPING LEADERS MINISTY UNIT Rev. John Silbert 
Report of the Pastor Retreat             Pg. 26 
Spiritual Formation Retreat  Rev. Peter deVries 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE       Rev. Connie Dunn 
Nominations for Election 
   Kevin Moon Saint Andrews Equipping Leaders Ministry Unit  2026 
   Susan Reed Plains, Cranberry  Equipping Leaders Ministry Unit 2028 

OLD BUSINESS 
NEW BUSINESS 

OFFERING RECEIVED The Beaver-Butler Presbytery Mission Budget 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO OUR HOST CHURCH 

ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING LITANY  
Leader:  Go now and live out our song of praise to God.  Discipline yourself in all things, however 
small, so that you may attain the prize of salvation 
that is yours in Christ Jesus. 
People:  And may God’s powerful blessing uphold us like a mountain. May Christ Jesus 
touch us and make us whole. And may the Holy Spirit dance with us in the joy of life. 
Leader:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
People:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

*HYMN #  “Song of Hope” 
May the God of hope go with us every day,  
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 
May the God of justice speed us on our way,  
Bringing light and hope to every land and race. 
Praying, let us work for peace;  
Singing, share our joy with all;  
Working for a world that’s new,  
Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
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For Information—Ministry & Vocation Committee approved the following: 

• Approval of appointment of James Paff as Moderator at Vanport, Vanport pending
Presbytery approval.

• Approved the waiver of rotation request of Steffin Hill, Beaver Falls for their Elders.
• Approved the request of Ohio, Aliquippa to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee.
• Approved the following contracts:

o Rev. Robert Goossen with Glade Run, Valencia.
o Rev. John Silbert with Covenant, Butler.
o CP Tom McMeekin with Glade Run, Valencia.
o CP Carmen Shullo with Trinity, Butler.
o Rev. Kelly Angleberger with Jefferson Center, Saxonburg.
o CP Gregg Hartung with Crestview, Callery.
o Rev. James Steiner with Ohio, Aliquippa.

• Approved Diana Spencer be added to the Pulpit Supply List.
• Removed Gary Brown, Gary Jackson & Kathleen Davis from the Pulpit Supply List at their request.

BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 
2026 Presbytery Meetings 

The Office Will Close Early On These Dates 

Tuesday, July 28   6:00 p.m.  Trinity, Butler 
               (co-hosts Butler Area Churches) 

Tuesday, September 22 4:00 p.m. (Dinner) First, Beaver Falls     
(co-host First, New Brighton) 

Tuesday, November 17 6:00 p.m. Clinton, Saxonburg      
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On Pentecost They Gathered
GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

289

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981
MUSIC: Neuvermehrtes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693; adapt. Felix Mendelssohn, 1847
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press) 

MUNICH
7.6.7.6.D

This narrative and interpretive text was written to fill what the author perceived as an unfortunate gap in
available hymns concerning the Holy Spirit in general and Pentecost in particular. The setting of a 17th-
century German tune is from Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah.

4/10/13

289-on pentecost they.mus, Page 1
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Please share with everyone you feel may be interested. 
 
The church is evolving — in your communities, in the presbytery, in the denomination, 
nationally and around the world! How do we provide leadership for such a time as this, 
support one another, and stay connected? 
  
John Wilkinson, Vice President and Director, Stewardship 
and Funds Development in the PC(USA)'s Administrative 
Services Group, will be sharing insights at the May 26 
Presbytery meeting. The next morning, May 27 at 9:30 a.m. 
at the presbytery office, we will gather for an informal 
conversation with John.  Breakfast (fresh cracked scrambled 
eggs, bacon & sausage links, herb seasoned breakfast potatoes, 
fresh muffins, danish, & breakfast breads, sliced seasonal fruit, 
orange juice, coffee) will be provided.  Join us for a time of 
sharing and connecting — and bring your questions about 
denominational life. 
  
RSVP requested to the Presbytery Office at: office@beaverbutler.org or 724-452-7515 by 
Thursday, May 21st. 
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Leadership Council Meeting Minutes 
March 4, 2026       Page 1 of 3 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 

March 4, 2026 

The Leadership Council (LC) held a stated meeting at the Presbytery Center on Wednesday, March 4, 

2026.  

Present: David Byers (Council Chair), Brian Hauser (Presbytery Moderator), Joyce Hamilton 

(Presbytery Vice Moderator), Doug Dorsey, Judy Lipcsak, Allen Kitchen (by Zoom), John 

Laudenslager, Michele Lagnese (by Zoom), Lauren Bosserman and Ron McKissick. 

Ex-Officio: Tom Harmon (Executive Presbyter), Randall Clow (Stated Clerk), Lauren Cesnales 

(Presbytery Treasurer)  

Excused: Merry Meloy, Beth Wierman 

The Stated Clerk attested to the presence of a quorum and the meeting was called to order by the 

Leadership Council Chair, David Byers, at 6:30pm. Doug Dorsey opened the meeting with prayer and 

a devotion from John 4:4-15.    

Consent Agenda Approvals and Receipt of Reports: 

1. Approve Leadership Council Meeting Minutes February 4, 2026

2. Receive the Minutes of Beaver-Butler Presbytery of January 24, 2026

3. Receive the Stated Clerk’s Report

4. Receive the Executive Presbyter’s Report

5. Receive the Treasurer’s Report (P&L and Balance Sheet)

Motion: To approve the Consent Agenda as presented – PASSED 

Stated Clerk’s Report:  Randall Clow 

Stated Clerk Randall Clow referred the Council to his written report. 

Executive Presbyter’s Report:  Tom Harmon 

Executive Presbyter Tom Harmon referred the Council to his written report.  

Dr. Harmon also shared that the Presbytery has two active and separate Administration Commissions 

to Close Churches: Calvary, Beaver Falls and East Unity, Cherry Valley. Those commissions have 

completed their work.  

Motion: Leadership Council agreed to recommend to the Presbytery that we thank those two 

commissions and recommend the Presbytery receive their final reports and dissolve the 

Administration Commissions with gratitude for their service. -PASSED 

Treasurer’s Report:        Lauren Cesnales 

Treasurer Cesnales referred the Council to her written report.  Lauren also reported that the Finance 

Committee will be offering some training for churches on internal reviews.  

2026 Goals and Discussion 
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Leadership Council Meeting Minutes 
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LC held a discussion surrounding the Matthew 25 Initiative following the newly amended and adopted 

Operations Manual.  

Motion: To place the responsibility for continuing the Matthew 25 Initiative with the Mission 

Compassion Unit. 

The Leadership Council (LC) reviewed an update regarding the ongoing office modernization 

initiative. Dr. Harmon presented a proposal from Ford Office Technologies (FOT) totaling $15,084.00. 

This project encompasses a transition to digital documentation, migration to the Microsoft Cloud 

environment, and necessary infrastructure upgrades. 

The Council noted that the FOT proposal aligns with the eligibility requirements for the Fit-for-the-

Future Synod Grant. Consequently, the LC reaffirmed its intent to secure grant funding to facilitate 

these modernization goals. 

Motion: To authorize Dr. Harmon to submit an application for the Fit-for-the-Future Synod Grant 

and to move forward with Ford Office Technologies for the office modernization project, pending 

the grant approval. -PASSED 

Following up from our conversation in February, LC learned that the Rev. Dr. John Wilkinson, 

Director of Ministry Engagement and Support, Interim Unified Agency accepted our invitation and is 

planning on being at the May meeting of Presbytery.  

Committee and Unit Liaisons Report: 

Finance Committee (Doug Dorsey)  No Report 

Personnel Committee (Brian Hauser)  No Report 

Nominating & Representation Committee (Merry Meloy)  No Report 

Ministry & Vocation Committee (Ron McKissick)  

MVC received the requested grant with gratitude (from the February LC meeting). 

Collaboration, Fellowship & Youth Ministry Unit (Judy Lipcsak) 

Time (and a table) has been requested at the March Presbytery meeting. 

Equipping Leaders Ministry Unit (Lauren Bosserman) 

ELATE is happening on March 15th.  

Mission & Compassion Ministry Unit (Beth Wierman)  No Report 

Presbytery Center Building Committee (John Laudenslager) 

Praying for Tom Marlowe who is improving.  

Presbytery Meeting Docket Requests: 

1. MVC – Terms of Call Spreadsheet (Published only, no docket time)

2. MCM – 5 Minutes
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3. EL – 10 Minutes

4. CFY – 10 Minutes (New Wilmington Mission Conference)

5. Property Task Force – 30 Minutes

Motion: To approve the Docket Time requests – PASSED 

Old Business: 

✓ The updates for the Presbytery’s website have been submitted to ChrisAnn Goossen.

✓ The Manual/Bylaws have been updated and are on the Presbytery’s website.

✓ LC received information from the LC Moderator on the Racial Reconciliation Awareness Book

Club led by C.F. Hoffman.

Motion: To place the responsibility of support and oversight for the Racial Reconciliation

Awareness Book Club led by C.F. Hoffman with the Equipping Leaders Ministry Unit for one 

year to see if this would help achieve the goals of the club. - PASSED 

New Business:  None 

Motion to adjourn – PASSED 

The meeting was closed with prayer at 7:53pm.    

In Service to Christ, 

Rev. Randall K. Clow 

Stated Clerk 
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STATED CLERK’S REPORT 
BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 

FOR THE MONTHS OF MARCH AND APRIL 2026 

March 3, 2026 

Received a notice from First, Parker indicating they would pay only pay per capita received from 

church members. Filed 

March 4, 2026 

Attended Leadership Council (LC) stated meeting. 

March 10, 2026 

Attended meeting to plan the Presbytery meeting. 

March 13, 2026 

Received a notice from White Oak Springs Church advising they will pay per capita on a 

monthly basis.  

March 24, 2026 

Attended a meeting of the Churches of Beaver-Bulter Presbytery. 

April 9, 2026 

Received a notice from Ohio UP Church advising they will pay per capita on a quarterly basis. 

April 15, 2026 

Follow up with other Presbyteries regarding the transfer of minister members. 

April 21, 2026 

Sent out an updated report of the registrations for the Session Records Review. 

In Service to Christ, 

Rev. Randall K. Clow 

Stated Clerk 
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Presbytery Meeting Minutes March 24, 2026 Page 1 of 7 

A GATHERING OF THE CHURCHES OF BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 
White Oak Springs Presbyterian Church 

March 24, 2026, 6:00 PM 

The Beaver-Butler Presbytery held a stated meeting at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, March 24, 2026.  The 
meeting was held at White Oak Springs Presbyterian Church, Connoquenessing, where the Rev. Dr. 
Mary Kitchen serves as Covenant Pastor.  The meeting was moderated by Presbytery Moderator Rev. 
Brian Hauser, Vice-Moderator Elder Joyce Hanilton.  

Before the meeting, training was held for new Elder Commissioners (or anyone else wanting a 
refresher). Future meetings will have similar training sessions.   

Moderator Hauser called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and opened the meeting with prayer.  Brian 
affirmed the presence of a quorum with Stated Clerk Rev. Randall Clow.    

WELCOME, ORIENTATION, AND OPENING WORSHIP: 
Brian welcomed Minister Members, Elder Commissioners, and visitors. 

WELCOME FROM THE HOST CHURCH: Elder Rosanne Maranche 
Rosanne welcomed the Presbyters and gave details of the facility, including fellowship location.  

CHURCH MISSION:                                                                     Elder Tom Marlowe 
Tom shared about the mission of the church. A few: Meals on Wheels – have been hosting in their 
kitchen, 5 days a week since 1981. Have supported Water Bank (supplies 5-gallon jugs of water to 
families in the Connoquenessing Woodlands) Evans City Food Bank monthly, hosted several concerts 
for the Presbyter and other locals. Fellowship once a month. Host several open meals: Easter 
Breakfast, Father’s Day Meal, Mother’s Day Dinner or Luncheon, scholarships for those in need in 
this area, Mars Home for Youth, Connoquenessing Fire Department, among many others. 

WELCOME OF NEW ELDERS:  
New Elder Commissioners were introduced. 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Moderator Hauser opened the meeting in prayer.  

THE WORD READ:      Matthew 9:9-13 

THE WORD SPOKEN:            “Two Words That Change Everything”            Rev. Dr. Mary Kitchen       
Mary opened her message with the account of the call of Matthew, the Tax Collector. The account 
noted the reactions of the religious leaders, who remarked Jesus was eating with “sinners.”  In her 
message, Mary spoke about her son’s experience travelling to Iceland, and her shock at the photos he 
sent – she figured it was only ice, but it was a beautiful country.  She related the moment when her son 
asked his girlfriend to marry him – she said two words: “I will.” 

For Tax Collector Matthew, every day was a bad day – he was collecting taxes for the enemy!  
Matthew didn’t expect Jesus to say anything as he walked by, but he did – he said two words – “Follow 
me.”  And Matthew followed Jesus. He could not have known what his life would be after that.   
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Mary shared her personal experience of following Christ.  At the Chautauqua Institution, she heard 
Rev. John Guest speak and gave her life to Christ.   

We all are on a journey with Jesus, and he is saying those same two words: “Follow Me.”       

ANTHEM:                       White Oak Springs Choir Cindy Wulff, Pianist 

GOOD NEWS FROM THE PEWS: 
• The Butler Area Presbyterian Churches joined together for Lenten Services.
• Old Union, Mars, is organizing a summer Mission Trip to western North Carolina
• Rev. Peter deVries will lead a Spiritual Formation Retreat in August, as well as another in

September
• Vanport has begun a food ministry in the Beaver area; they are supporting a local men’s

shelter with food and clothing, and are supporting a local soup kitchen
• Park, Beaver is half-way towards full funding for a major organ restoration
• The Butler Area Clergy Network is hosting an event for Christians to learn what it means to be

a good neighbor with our Jewish Communities

STATED CLERK REPORT:                                                                            Rev. Randall Clow 
Randall referred the Commissioners to his written report and reminded the Presbyters about the 
upcoming Session Minutes Records Review events.  Clerks have been notified.  At the Denominational 
level, the Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Office of General Assembly are now “Presbyterian 
Life and Witness.” 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER REPORT: Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon 
Gave a report on the denomination’s new name for the combined “Presbyterian Life and Witness,” 
explaining what will change and what will not change moving forward. The General Assembly has 
historically operated through six different agencies. This change focuses on two of those agencies: 
Presbyterian Mission Agency and Office of the General Assembly.  The combined agency will better 
serve the churches of the PC(USA).  

Presbyterian Life and Witness will focus on core areas, and will have five goals:  
1. Thriving synods and presbyteries: Recognizing that local health depends on regional health.
2. Disciple formation and leader development: Forming disciples in the way of Christ.
3. Life of the denomination: Honoring our connectional polity.
4. Restorative justice and witness: Speaking truth and working for healing in the world.
5. Unifying: Making sure everything we do pulls us together rather than apart.

The denomination is heading to nimbleness, reparative justice, leadership development, development 
of small and midsized congregations, and strengthening bonds between churches, presbyteries, synods, 
and the denomination.  

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL:      Rev. David Byers   
A. Consent Agenda: The Leadership Council (LC) recommended the Presbytery:

1. Form the Roll
2. Approve the Docket
3. Receive Leadership Council Minutes of February 4, 2026
4. Receive Stated Clerk Report, January – February 2026
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5. Receive Treasurer’s P&L and Balance Sheet, December 2025 & January 2026
6. Approve Presbytery Meeting Minutes, January 24, 2026
7. Receive the report of the Administrative Commission to close the Calvary, Beaver Falls

congregation and dissolve the Administrative Commission.
8. Receive the 2026 Terms of Call spreadsheet
9. Approve a 1-year waiver of rotation for a Deacon at Mount Pleasant, Darlington.
10. Approve the request of the Glade Run, Valencia congregation to dissolve the call of Rev.

Andrew Smothers, and approve his transfer to Central Florida Presbytery, if the way be clear.

There was no discussion.  The Moderator declared the Consent Agenda passed.

PROPERTY TASK FORCE: Commissioned Pastor Gregg Hartung  
Gregg shared how our buildings function differently than they once did. He shared a story about a 
church that wanted to change that. The Property Task Force has been meeting to discuss how we can 
maintain the sacred nature of a church building and be a good steward using these buildings for 
expanded purposes. They have put together some resources that may spark the imagination of the 
Presbytery. The Raccoon Church hosts C.A.R.E.S and the Presbytery viewed a video about the 
program. Churches were challenged to consider how Christ may be calling us to use the church 
buildings entrusted to our care for His Kingdom. Churches were also asked to share the video with 
their session (a link will be sent out).  

FELLOWSHIP BREAK 

Vice-Moderator Elder Joyce Hamilton now Moderating… 

The Vice-Moderator called the meeting back to order at 8:00 PM. 

MISSION & COMPASSION MINISTRY UNIT (MCM):    Rev. Dr. Judy Angleberger 
Educate a Child Grant – this grant was a denominational grant available in 2020. Mission 
and Compassion will be meeting to learn about this grant to see if there’s money budgeted for it. 
Examples of ministry might be: launching a tutoring program, school backpack needs, after 
school program, honoring teachers or a teacher in school, hosting children from another country. 
Mission and Compassion will learn about this grant and let the Presbytery know if it’s available.  

COLLABORATION, FELLOWSHIP, & YOUTH MINISTRY UNIT: Rev. Dr. Peter deVries 
Peter introduced Rev. Dena Roy, now Board of Managers Chair of the New Wilmington Mission 
Conference.  Dena shared about the Conference’s youth program. It is intergenerational and 
demonstrates that our youth come from all ages, backgrounds, perspectives, etc., all worshipping 
together. Dena invited the youth of Beaver-Butler to attend the youth program. MCM has a $300 grant 
for first time youth attending.  

EQUIPPING LEADERS: Rev. John Silbert  
John reported a successful and fruitful ELATE Training Event.  Equipping Leaders is organizing a 
retreat for Pastors and CREs, May 18-19.  Speaker will be Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes, former Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary Professor and President of Princeton Seminary.  It will be held at Villa Maria, 
Pulaski PA. 
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NOMINATING & REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE:                                      Rev. Connie Dunn 
A. Nominations for Election  
Connie presented Rev. William Mumaw (Center, Slippery Rock) to serve on Ministry & 
Vocation, Class of 2028.     

 
There were no nominations from the floor.   
 
The nominations were closed.   
 
The Moderator declared the Slate (Bill Mumaw) approved.   

 
CAMPING ASSOCIATION GREETINGS:                                                          Rev. Dennis Molnar 
Dennis greeted the Presbytery with a slide show on behalf of CAPNWP. Dennis introduced the 
Presbytery to the new website for Camp Lambec: lambec.org.  Dennis invited members to receive the 
monthly newsletter from Camp Lambec and requested that all churches receive the newsletter. He also 
introduced the various camping programs and events at Camp Lambec.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: There was no Old Business 
 
NEW BUSINESS: There was no New Business 
 
The day’s offering was directed to the Presbytery’s Mission Budget.  
 
A Resolution of Thanks was offered to the White Oak Springs Church for their hosting.   
 
Adjournment by Consensus – PASSED  
 
ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER: The meeting was closed in prayer by Vice-
Moderator Hamilton at 8:37 PM.  
 
CLOSING HYMN:                                   “Song of Hope”  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 26, 6:00 PM, Mt. Chestnut, Butler  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. James R. Steiner, Assistant Stated Clerk   Rev. Randall K. Clow, Stated Clerk 
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TABLE OF ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2026 PRESBYTERY 
MEETING:  

A. Record of Participation, Presbytery Meeting, March 24, 2026
B. Leadership Council Minutes, February 4, 2026
C. Presbytery Meeting Minutes, January 24, 2026
D. Report of the Stated Clerk, January-February 2026
E. Report of the Treasurer: Balance Sheet & Profit & Loss, December 2025 & January 2026
F. Report of the Administrative Commission to close the Calvary, Beaver Falls congregation and

dissolve the Administrative Commission.
G. 2026 Terms of Call spreadsheet

For Information – Ministry & Vocation…   
• Approved contracts for:

o Jefferson Center, Saxonburg with Rev. Kelley Angleberger;
o Crestview Community, Callery with CP Gregg Hartung;
o Ohio, Aliquippa with Rev. James Steiner; and
o Clinton, Saxonburg with Rev. Kelley Angleberger

• Accepted Rev. Dr. Rebecca Collins resignation from MVC with regret.
• Approved adding Diana Spencer to the Pulpit Supply List.
• Assigned CP Tom McMeekin as Moderator at Glade Run, Saxonburg.

BEAVER-BUTLER PRESBYTERY 
2026 Presbytery Meetings 

Office will close early on these dates 

Tuesday, May 26   6:00 P.M. Mt. Chestnut, Butler 
Tuesday, July 28    6:00 P.M. Trinity, Butler (co-hosts Butler area churches) 
Tuesday, September 22   4:00 P.M. (Dinner) First, Beaver Falls / First, New Brighton (co-host) 
Tuesday, November 17   6:00 P.M.  Clinton, Saxonburg 
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ATTENDANCE 
MINISTERS 
Allen, Todd  P 
Allio, Mark  A 
Angleberger, Judy A. H.R. P 
Angleberger, Kelley  EXC 
Benish, Leigh   P 
Benson, James   A 
Bittner, Lee  H.R. EXC 
Black, Keith  P 
Bosserman, Lauren  P 
Brewer, David R.  H.R. EXC 
Burkley, Michael  H.R. EXC 
Byers, David D.  H.R. P 
Campbell, James W. H.R. EXC 
*Casey, Tim A 
*Cline, Charles A 
Clow, Randall P 
Clyde, Tom H.R. EXC 
Collins, Rebecca EXC 
Cramer, Stephen H.R. EXC 
Currie, Susan H.R. EXC 
Curtis, Jeffrey A. H.R. P 
Davis, Mark H.R. EXC 
de Vries, Peter C. P 
Dorsey, Douglas P 
Dowdy, Kerry P 
Dreyer, W. Lee H.R. EXC 
Dunn, Connie H.R. EXC 
Edmundson, Robert H.R. EXC 
Erwin, Kirk H.R. EXC 
Fowler, Jamie A 
*Frailey, Mark A 
Frierson, Connie H.R. EXC 
Gear, Jim  A 
Gebhard, Doug  A 
Goossen, Robert  H.R. P 
*Hall, Tammy EXC 
Hamilton, Monica H.R. EXC 
Harmon, Tom   P 
*Hartung, Gregg P 
Hauser, Brian P 
Heller, F. Edwin H.R. EXC 
Hoffman, C. F. H.R. EXC 
Horstman, Katherine A. L. H.R. EXC 
Huffmyer, Deborah E. H.R. EXC
Kennedy, Robert W. H.R. EXC 
Kennedy, Vicki   H.R. EXC 
Kitchen, Mary   H.R. P 
Klein, Richard   H.R. EXC 
Maley, Lawrence  H.R. EXC 
*Marquis, Jeff A 
Mathias, Robert V. H.R. P 
*McMeekin, Thomas A 
Meloy, Merry P 
Molnar, Dennis H.R. P 
Mumaw, William A 
Oyler, David H.R. P 

ATTACHMENT A 
Paul, A. David   P 
Porter, John W.  P 
Rowe, Richard F.  H.R. EXC 
Roy, Dena  P 
Salyers, James   A 
Saul, Robert P.  A 
Sawyer, Clark T.  H.R. EXC 
Scott, Lee  P 
Severance, T. Neil  H.R. EXC 
Shaffer, Andrew C. A 
Shullo, Carmen   P 
Silbert, John  P 
Sinagra, Jason   A 
Smith, Jean  H.R. EXC 
Snyder, Donald F. H.R. EXC 
Steiner, Jim  H.R. EXC 
Stevwing, Kalyn   A 
Stoops, Leland (Terry) R. H.R. EXC 
Swanson, James H.R. EXC 
Swinsburg, Rob Dale P 
Taylor, Bonnie   H.R. EXC 
Tuft, John T. A 
Weston, Gary L.  H.R. EXC 
Wiebe, John M.  H.R. EXC 
Wierman, Beth   P 
Winship, Michael  H.R. EXC 

ELDERS 
Aliquippa  
   New Bethlehem 
   (2 votes) 
   Ohio  Joe Glatz 
   (2 votes) 
   Raccoon 
   Service 
Ambridge 
   One in Christ Cathy Torhan 
Baden  
   Concord John Laudenslager 
Beaver  
   Park Susan Ivey 
   (2 votes) Vicki Mann 
Beaver Falls 
   First  Lynette Spinnenweber 
   Steffin Hill Fran Hupp 
   Covenant Grace Sechler 
   Faith  Ron McKissick 
Butler 
   Hill  Kyle Nevel 
   (2 votes) Maryann Puente 
   Mt Chestnut 
   (2 votes) 
   Saint Andrews 
   Trinity  
Callery 
   Crestview Clark Trauterman 
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Chicora 
   North Butler 
Clintonville  
   Union  
Connoquenessing 
   White Oak Springs Tom Marlowe 
Cranberry  
   Cranberry Community 
   (2 votes) 
   Plains Frank Aloi 
Darlington 
   First 
   Mt. Pleasant 
East Butler  
   East Butler 
Eau Claire 
   Eau Claire 
Ellwood City 
   North Sewickley 
   (2 votes) 
Evans City 
   Westminster Ashley Hughes 
   (2 votes) Steve Hughes 
Frankfort Springs 
   Frankfort 
Harmony  
   Camp Run 
Hooker  
   Concord Denise Hobaugh 
Mars  
   Mars United Keith Nichols 
   Old Union Jill McDonald 
   (2 votes) Rebecca Gannon 
Midland 
   First 
   New Salem 
Monaca  
   First  
   North Branch 
New Brighton 
   First 
   Westminster 
New Galilee  
   The Galilean 
N. Washington

N. Washington
Parker 
   First 
Prospect 
   Mt Nebo 

P. Church Prospect
Rochester 
   First Presb. 
   New Sewickley  
Sarver  
   Buffalo Bill Rudert 
   Westminster Donna Lambert 
Saxonburg 

   Clinton Thomas Hamilton 
   Jefferson Center Virginia Thinnes 
   Saxonburg Memorial 
   (2 votes) 
Shippingport 
   Bethlehem 
Slippery Rock 
   Center  
   Friendship 
   Highland Daphne Turner 
Valencia 
   Glade Run 
   (2 votes) 
   Valencia Ed Walter 
Vanport 
   Vanport Kathy Murphy 
   (2 votes) Tom Linko 
West Sunbury 
   West Sunbury 
Zelienople 
   Calvin  
   (2 votes) 
   Park  

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 
Name Presbytery/Affiliation 

ELDER MEMBERS WHO ARE: 
OFFICER, COORDINATING TEAM, OR 
UNIT CHAIR  
Name  Presbytery/Affiliation 
Joyce Hamilton Vice-Moderator 
Judy Lipcsak Leadership Council 

VISITORS 
Name  Church 
Alan Free White Oak Sp., Con. 
Allen Kitchen  Faith, Butler 
Cheryl Sloan Faith, Butler 
Annamary McMullen Valencia, Valencia 
Virginia Shirey  Buffalo, Sarver 
Cheryl Frank Westminster, 
Ed Ford  Renfrew 
Ila Lombaro Nazarene 
June Mathias Covenant, Butler 
Bob Coborn White Oak Sp., Con. 
Paula Vaughan  Clinton, Saxonburg 
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BASEBALLBASEBALLBASEBALL
GAMEGAMEGAME7/11/20267/11/20267/11/2026 4:05PM4:05PM4:05PM

ASEBASEB

Register here:

https://forms.gle/rYzCZy6eWQRGy4LR9

We are heading to a Pirates game! Tickets
are $25 a piece and comes with a $5 credit
for food, beverage, or merchandise. The
Pirates are playing the Brewers. And it is
Country weekend with the first 20,000
receiving a Cowboy Hat. Deadline is June 7th!

Please send checks to the Presbytery Office
to complete registration.

BEAVER BUTLER
PRESBYTERY - CFY
PRESENTS:
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Meeting the God Within 
Friday, August 28 (5:00 PM) – Sunday, August 30 (1:00 PM) 

What if the place you most long to encounter God is closer than you think? 

This retreat invites you slow down and become more aware of God’s presence within 
you. Through a blend of meditative, contemplative, and embodied practices, you will 
discover the God who is intimately present with us. 

The “in-between” times of life open us more fully to God’s presence: moments of 
transition, uncertainty, or change, when our usual routines loosen their hold. As summer 
gives way to fall, we gather in just such an “in-between” season. We will be guided by 
Biblical stories of people who encountered God in their own times of transition. 

The weekend will include guided sessions as well as time for rest, recreation, and 
reflection. Participants may also opt for one-on-one spiritual direction consultations. 

A Saturday evening departure option makes it possible for those with Sunday morning 
responsibilities to participate and still enjoy a meaningful retreat experience. 

The retreat will be led by Rev. Peter C. de Vries, Ph.D., a certified spiritual director with
38 years of pastoral experience. His decades of ministry—including 20 years equipping 
church leaders in Ghana—bring depth, wisdom, and insight to this experience. 

Retreat Details 
Crestfield Camp and Conference Center, Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania 

• Open to those 18 and older; limited to 30 participants
Pricing: 

• $225 (double room) | $275 (single room) – full weekend
• $185 (double room) | $210 (single room) – Saturday departure

Optional Add-On: 
• Pre-retreat session: Friday at 2:00 PM (+$25)

Registration opens soon. 
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