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Presbytery Meeting Summary 

May 27, 2025 Stated Meeting 

 

The Beaver-Butler Presbytery held a stated meeting at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday, May 27, 2025, at the 

Crestview Community Presbyterian Church, Callery, where Gregg Hartung serves as Commissioned 

Pastor.  Moderator was Elder Dennis Krebs, Vice-Moderator Rev. Brian Hauser.   

 

Before the meeting, training was held for new Elder Commissioners (or anyone else wanting a 

refresher).  Expect subsequent meetings to have similar training sessions.   

 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE PRESBYTERY:   

1. Received the Coordinating Team Minutes, April 2, 2025 

2. Received the Stated Clerk’s Report, March-April 2025 

3. Received the Treasurer’s Report – Balance Sheet & P&L March 2025 

4. Approved the Presbytery Meeting Minutes, March 25, 2025 

5. From Ministry and Vocation – the Presbytery… 

• Approved the ordination of Kerry Dowdy as Minister of Word and Sacrament, and 

membership in Beaver-Butler Presbytery 

• Approved Kerry to serve as Covenant Pastor at Friendship Presbyterian Church, 

Slippery Rock 

• Authorized the Moderator to appoint an Administrative Commission to ordain Kerry at 

a time and location to be determined.  

 

STATED CLERK REPORT: Rev. Randall Clow thanked Clerks of Session (and others) for participating 

in the Annual Session Minutes Review events.   

 

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER REPORT: Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon took a moment to recognize Treasurer 

Lauren Cesnales’ twenty years of service, dedication, and ministry to the Presbytery.   

 

ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER IN CHRIST: Tom Harmon introduced a discussion regarding the 

ministry of the churches and the role of the Holy Spirit.  Commissioners broke into groups to discuss 

the following:  

1. Identify the spiritual gifts presently evident in your congregation and how they are being 

expressed in your church’s mission, worship, discipleship and fellowship.   

2. Over the past 5 years, what efforts have been made by your congregation to provide Christ’s 

love, hope and healing to your community? Would you deem your efforts successful? 

Why/Why not?  

3. Based upon the church’s spokespersons’ response to Questions 1 and 2, identify 2 or 3 

significant observations about your congregation. 

 

After Fellowship, each group gave a one-minute summary of the discussion.  The Coordinating Team 

will present conclusions and thoughts at a later meeting.   

 

BOARD OF PENSIONS: Synod Consultant Rev. Dr. Emily Chudy offered a brief summary of the various 

programs and benefits from the Board.  Pastors and Church leaders are encouraged to contact her (or 

Benefits Staff) regarding any questions or concerns.   
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS TASK FORCE: The Task Force is encouraging Pastors, Elders, 

and Young Persons to consider attending the 226th General Assembly, next summer in Milwaukee, WI.  

Committee work is done online before the Assembly, then Commissioners attend the event in late 

June-early July.  Applications are on the BBP website, and anyone may contact a Task Force member 

(Judy Angleberger, Kerry Dowdy, David Paul & Kemp Clow) for additional information.   

 

MISSION AND COMPASSION MINISTRY UNIT: At the September meeting, someone from Common 

Grounds U.S.A. will offer a presentation on how to have difficult conversations.  On Sunday, October 

19, a Presbytery-wide event will be held.   

 

COLLABORATION, FELLOWSHIP, & YOUTH MINISTRY UNIT: Elder Mark Keck from Jefferson Center 

presented a slide show about a recent community ministry/service event, organized by the Saxonburg 

Presbyterian Area Churches (S.P.A.C.).  The churches are Buffalo, Westminster, Glade Run, 

Clinton, Jefferson Center, and Saxonburg.  Several work projects took place, and many families 

benefited.  S.P.A.C. plans to meet frequently and have additional work days.   

 

EQUIPPING LEADERS MINISTRY UNIT: Grant monies are available to attend this year’s Wee Kirk 

Conference at Laurelville, October 13-15, 2025.   

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS: MVC/CT…  

• Approved Larry Maley to moderate session at Vanport, Vanport.  

• Approved the contract between James Salyers and Westminster, New Brighton.  

• Approved Doug Gebhard to be moved to a Validated Ministry status at St. John Lutheran 

Church, Carnegie, starting June 1, 2025.  

• Provided guidance to Steffin Hill regarding pulpit supply.  

• Approved Candidate Kerry Dowdy to pursue Ordination of Minister of Word and Sacrament 

and member of Beaver-Butler Presbytery and to pursue a Covenant contract with Friendship, 

Slippery Rock.  

• Approved Stephanie Castlen to be added to the Pulpit Supply List.  

• Approved using the Great Lakes Call Finder. 

 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, July 29, 6:00 PM – Vanport (co-hosted with Park, Beaver) 

 

Future 2025 Presbytery Meetings 

(Office to close early on those dates) 

Tuesday, September 23 4:00 p.m. (Dinner) New Bethlehem, Aliquippa  

Tuesday, November 18 6:00 p.m. Ohio, Aliquippa 

 

 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

• There were a total of 80 participants at the meeting:  

• 30   Teaching Elders  

•  1    Corresponding Member 

• 32    Ruling Elders from 28   Churches  

•  4     Ruling Elders who are officers, CT, or Chair of a Committee or Unit 

• 13    Visitors  


